In the 1990s, only a small number of physicians in Korea were interested in the field of intestinal diseases, mainly because of the low incidence of colorectal cancers and IBDs in Asian countries, including Korea. Nonetheless, pioneers from multiple centers started a small meeting of research groups in 1998, and finally founded an official society named the "Korean Association for the Study of Intestinal Diseases (KASID)" in 2002. In order to expand knowledge and remain up-to-date, KASID intended to hold academic exchanges with international societies. Building on the experience of the Korea-Japan IBD symposia from 2006 to 2012, KASID, together with IBD societies of China and Japan, founded the Asian Organization for Crohn's and Colitis (AOCC) as one of the world's principal societies in 2013, and held the second annual meeting of the AOCC in 2014. In the field of colorectal neoplasia, the biennial international symposium on colorectal neoplasia started in 2013.
Intestinal Research (Intest Res) was first issued in 2003 as the official journal of KASID, and its growth has paralleled the growth of KASID itself. At the time of this journal' s birth, the founding members had its expansion as an international academic journal in mind, and thus the name Intest Res does not contain any words indicating a certain region or country. Even with these intentions, Intest Res has been published in Korean as a purely domestic medical journal to expand and solidify the domestic knowledge base of lower gastrointestinal diseases until 2013. However, to keep up
